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twelve years in order to form a standing army of Landsknechte and so redeem the honour of the Empire.
He was listened to with marked coldness and indifference, and it was Berthold of Mainz who rose to announce that the Electors could only grant money on their own terms, and that redress must come before supply. This great leader of the democracy had at last found his opportunity, and he needs here a few words of special notice. Count Berthold of Henneberg, Archbishop of Mainz, was now a man of fifty~three, who for the last eleven years had not only ruled his province with justice and wisdom, but had distinguished himself as an Elector by his vigour and eloquence and by his patriotic enthusiasm on the subject of national policy and reform. He was more a statesman than a priestly bishop, and his heart was set upon a national united life for his country, and to this end he devoted himself with the utmost courage and perseverance. Only by sad experience did he discover that it was a visionary task to inspire with his own enthusiasm the petty feudal lords, who only really cared for their own selfish interests. Still for a time, he won over the whole college of Electors and was definitely accepted as their leader. They fully agreed with his pertinent demand at the Diet of Worms: " Why should their German States, whose country needed all their devotion, and whose only hope was in peace, go out of their way to undertake a long and tedious war in an alien land ? " Yet on certain conditions, the Diet might be induced to give the wh*'ii ht* wai infurnu*d bv
